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. N°? XCV. Vo. VIII. 

; & 
% 2 An Account of the Proceedings and Debates of the laff Se/- 
oe fion of Par t. 
e , Ga f de C——=n having 
4 Sen made the Sp ech we laid before cur — 
a ma eae) ders in the laf BEE, Sir J— 
a ane s | sis d rofe up, and [poke as fale 
af G, that) /ow’s. 
es ee , Mr. SPEAKER, 
Hi os - Mei - * T am a good deal furprife d, Sir, to 
wae ¢ find that non e of thofe Gentlemen who 
ee < ufually have a great Share inour : 
ae < Debates, feem inclined to take any Sir J—n B——d’s 


« Share in this: I hope they will al- Speech. 
* low it to be a Queftion of fome Con- 
Vol. VHI. M. ¢ fequen¢= 













































































8. The BEE: Or, Nog; 


‘ fequence to their Country, and if it fhould be car. 
fied uy the Affirmative, fome of them- may perhaps 
find it a Queftion of fome Confequence to themfelves, 
I will venture to fay, that I have not heard a Queftion 
better fupported on one Side, and lefs faid again it: 
on the other, by the Gentlemen who have already fpoken 
Gnce I fat in Parliament; and I now ftand up, not 
that I think any Thing needful to be added to what 
has been faid in Support of it, but that I cannot think 
of letting a Queition go, in the Succefs of whichI 
think the Happinefs of my Country fo deeply con- 
cerned, without my joining with other Gentlemen in 
fhewing all the Regard for it that lies in my Power. 

‘An Hon. and learned Gentleman has indeed ad. 
vanced a Doétrine which I think altogether new ; That 
we are to have no further Dependance on our Electors 
after we have taken our Seats in this Houfe ; nay, that 
a Dependance upon them would be more dangerous 
than a Dependance on the Crown: This, Sir, is really 
in my Opinion, fomething very new; tho’ that Gen- 
tleman may perhaps like the one better than the other, 
yet I fhall always look upon a Dependance on the 
People of England, or even upon thofe I reprefent, 
to be lefs dangerous and more honourable, than a De- 
pendance on the Crown; and I value myfelf more 
on the Honour I have had of fitting here for two Par- 
liaments, as one of the Reprefentatives of the People 
of Fagleni, and by the free and uncorrupted Choice 
ot thofe I reprefent, than I fhould do on the greateft 
Honours the Crown can beftow. Indeed if I had ob- 
tained my Seat here by Bribery, or by the illegal and 
corrupt Influence of any great Minifter, I fhould look 
upon itin a very different Light ; I fhould look upon 


it as one of the moft difgraceful Stations I could 
ve in. 


‘ It has been affirmed by feveral Gentlemen, who have 
fpoken on the other Side of the Queftion, that the 
‘onger Parliaments continued the lefs Influence the 
Crown had upon them; and for a Proof of this they 
nave inftanced the long Parliament in King Charles the 
Second’s Reign. The fame Gentlemen have likewife 


. 
7 
< 
c 
4 
< 
c 
€ 
cs 


atierted, that Triennial Parliaments would diftrefs his 


Majefty’s Government : How thefe two Affertions are 
compatible I leave to 
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the Gentlemen themfelyes to exX- 
‘ plain; 
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plain ; for to me it appears impoffible that both can be 
true; becaufe if the Crown has always the lefs Influ- 
ence ina Parliament the longer it continues, furely the 
fhortening the Time of its Duration cannot diftrefs any 
King’s Government. But as to the long Parliament in 
King Chari/es’s Time, tho’ they did not towards the 
End fhew the fame fervile Compliance that they had 
done for many Years before, yet it is plain that the 
Crowa thought that Parliament fitter for the Purpofes 
of the Court at that Time, than they could expect 
any new Parliament chofen by the People to be ; other- 
wife, as the King had it in his Power, he would cer- 
tainly have diffolved them much fooner: And if that 
long Parliament really deferved the Name ufually 
given to it, we muft conclude, that their Non-compli- 
ance at laft was not owing to their Virtue, or a Want 
of Inclination to receive, but to a Want of Power in 
the Crown to give. The People were not then accu- 
ftomed to bear fuch heavy Burdens, as they do at pre- 
fent ; the Revenues of the Crown were not fo large, 
nor the Pofts and Places at the Difpofal of the Crown 
fo numerous ; there was not fuch a numerous Standing 
Army to fupport the Parliament, in cafe they had 
fone on in the fame fervile Methods: And as the Com- 
plaints of the People grew loud and clamorous ; as 
there was little to be got, and a great deal to be appre- 
hended, by the Continuance of a fervile Compliance, 


‘ it is very probable that thefe were the true Reafons of 
‘ that Parliament’s becoming at laft fo reftive: And if 


the Nation was now in the fame State it was at that 
Time, I fhould not be half fo much afraid of Sepien- 
nial Parliaments as I think I haye now good Reafon 
to be. 

‘The Animofities, Difputes and Divifions about E.- 
leétions, have been fet in the moft dreadful Light, and 
have been reprefented as fo great an Inconvenience 
that we ought to run the Risk of having our Confti- 
tution overturned, rather than fubmit to it. But, Sir, 
cai it be imagined that there would be the fame Con. 
tention for a Seat in Parliament which was to continue 
but for one Year, or even for three, that there is for one 


‘which is to continue for feven: The Example of the 


~~ 


City of London plainly fhews us the costrary: As the 
Common-Council-Men, and a great many other Officers 
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“in the City are annually chofen, I have had Occafion 
“to be often prefent at thefe annual Elections, and ne- 
* ver could find that they were attended with any great 
© Heats and Animofities, or with any Inconvenience ; 
“for after the Election is oyer, the contending Parties 
“go home, and live in the fame Frienifhip they cid be. 
* fore; and I am convinced the Cafe would be the very 
* fame if annual Elections for Members of this Houfe 
“ were reftored: The fame Man might perhaps be con- 
“tinued and re-chofen every Year for many Years toge- 
© ther, probably without any Difpute or Oppofition, but 
* his being liable every Year to be turned out, would be 
“a continual Check upon his Behaviour, and would 
* make him ftudy the Interefts of the People, inftead of 
*purfuing only fome private and felfifh Views of his 
© even. , 

‘Even as Elections ftand at prefent, there would be 
“no fuch Contentions, nor any fuch Heats and Animo- 
“ fities as we hear of, if they were entirely left to Gen- 
“tlemen who have a natural Intereft in the Place: In 
fuch Cafe, ifa Candidate found himfelf defeated by 
fair Means only, and merely by the fuperior Intereit 
of his Antagonift, it would not raife his Indignation, 
it would o¢cafion no Heats or Animofities, he would 
wait with Patience for a new Opportunity, and in the 
mean time would endeavour to recommend himfelf to 
his Country by Acts of Hofpitality and Benevolence. 
It is Minifters of State intermeddling in Elections, it 
is Election Brokers, and fuch Dealers in Corruption, 
that occafion all the Heats and Animoiities we have ; 
for when a Gentleman of a great natcral Intereft fees 
his Electors obliged by Power, or bribed by Money, 
to vote againft him, perhaps in favour of an utter 
stranger, it cannot but raife his Indignation ; it 
may indeed juftly raife his utmoft Fury and Re- 
venge. 

“It is certain, Sir, that if the People were entirely 
left to themfelves, they would, without much Conten- 
tion, always chufe thofe Gentlemen who, by having 
; arge Properties of their own, might be reafonably 
f uppofed to be fuch as would take the beft Care of the 
- Properties of their fellow Subjects: But if the People 
 fhould ever begin to fee their Reprefentatives making 
their Seats in Parliament [laces of Profit, and. barter- 


¢ ing 


No. 95, 


x a Aa 


"An ARAB KR A 


€ aa Uf 












Univerfal Weekly P ampblet. 85 


ing their Votes ond their Behaviour in Parliament for 
Poits, ilaces and Penfions, the People will foon fal- 
low the Example of their Reprefentatives, and will 


infift upon fharing with them inthe Profits. ‘Till, b 
) linds of the People will be debauched, 
be brought to think, that the felling their 
at Elections is no Crime, the Reprefentatives 
ho buy their Seats muft fell their Votes, and at latt 
ard tor the publick Good will be gener lly laid 
afide by forts of Me ‘The only ett ul Me sal d, 
alae by all orts ot ici. ue Only eee: fual ivietho 


‘Sir, oi preveating this fatal Effect, is to reftore aa- 


nual Elections; tor then it would be impoffible even 
for the Treafury itfelf (if ever the publick Mone 
fhould come to be fo mifapplied) to iffue yearly, Sums 
of Money fuiiicient to get the better of the natural In- 
tereft, which Country Gentlemen always have in the 
Places where they ; iad their Families have perhaps for 
— Generations refided; the Confequence of which 
vill ‘be, that none but Country Gentlemen, and thofe 
bao have a natural Intereft in the Place, will ever 


‘ appear as Candidates; and thus neither the Morals of 
| 


the People will be "debauched, nor their Properties 
plundered, nor their Liberties deftroyed by thofe E- 
rw n Brokers, and Minifterial Agents, or their Can- 
didates, who never can be employed or fet up but for 
fach bafe Purpofes. — a 

‘As for our Credit abroad, which, it is pretended, 


‘Scptennial Parliaments very much contribute to, [ 


’ 


th en it is evident that it has been finking ever finca 
the Septennial Law took place ; which confirms what 


‘ was juftly obferved by an Hon. Gentleman, that the 


Credit of the Nation among Foreigners does not de- 
pend upon the Length or Shortnefs of our Parliaments, 
but upon that Corre fpondence and Confidence which 
ought always to be kept up between the King and his 


> 
T> 


People. I will not fay that this Decay of our Credit 
abroad has been oe owing to the Septennial 
Tow; but I dire fay, if our Parliaments had not 
been Septennial, ner go probably before now 
have enquired into the Conduct of thofe who hayg 
been the Ca ufes of this Decay ; ‘and whatever Reafons 


‘the Decay of our Credit among Foreigners may have 


been owing to, it is now come to {o low an Ebb, 
that we real! y feem to have almoft nane to lofe, 


« This, 
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This,. Iam forry to fay it, feems to be our Cafeat 7” 
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prefent ; and as I think nothing can fo effectually 
reftore our Credit abroad, as the reftoring our Conftitu. 
tion at home, I fhall therefore give my Vote for the 
Queftion. 

Sir JV- m 





ge. © Teaq 
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Sir W m Y--ge’s  ‘ affure you, Sir, I did not fit ftill 


Speech. 
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¢ becaufe I thought much had been 
¢ faid in this Debate upon one Side 
of the Queftion, and nothing upon the other, but becaufe 
after what had been offered by my worthy Friend under 
the Gallery, who fpoke early in the Debate, and the 
honourable and learned Gentleman who fpoke fome 
time ago againft the Queftion, I thought it might be 
lookt on as a Vanity in me to pretend to add any 
Thing to what had been faid : Indeed I am ftill of the 
fame Opinion, and fhould have continued in my Refolu- 
tion of not giving youany Trouble this Day, had not 
the Hon. Gentleman over the Way thrown out what 
I take to be a very uncandid Refiection upon my Hon. 
and learned Friend. 

« My learned Friend happened to make an Obfervation, 
which I ftill think a very juft one ; he faid, that after 
we are returned and have taken our Seats in this Houfe, 
we ought not any longerto havea Dependance upon thofe 
we reprefent. This the Hon. Gentleman laid hold of, 
he not only called ita new anda very extraordinary 
Doétrine ; but he dropt an Expreffion fuch as | think 
ought notto be made ufe of in this Houfe: As to the 
Obfervation made by my learned Friend, he certainly 
meant, and I believe ae every Gentleman under- 
ftood him, that after we haye taken our Seats inthis 
— we ought, every one of us, to look upon our 
“ives as One of the Reprefentatives of the whole Body 
ofthe Commons of Enelend, and ought not ta have 
any particular Byafs for the County, City or Borough 
we reprefent. This, Sir, is fo far from being a Doétrine 
pk wma? f rR rad new, that I with “4 
in this Houfe would make it a ftand 
ing Rul: for his Conduct ; forI cannot help obferving, 


that there are fome Gentlemen in the Houfe who on 
reg Oceafions confine their Thoughts too much to 
orl tee County, City or Borough they re- 
reient ; but furely they muit be fenfibke, that many 
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Things may happen in Parliament which may be for 
the Intereft of the Nation in general, tho’ they may 
not perhaps quadrate fo exactly with the particular 
Interefts of London, Briffol, Liverpool, or other like 
City ; and in fuch a Cafe the Gentlemen muft furely 
grant, that as Members of this Houfe, they ought to 
drop not only their Dependance upon, but even their Con- 
cern for the particular City they reprefent, in order to 
concur with the reft of the Members of this Houfe ia 
what they judge to be for the general Intereft of the 
Nation. 

‘ This, Sir, I thought myfelf obliged to fay in Vind{- 
cation of my learned Friend ; but as to the Queition it- 


‘ felf I thal] give you but very little Trouble ; for tho’ 


I muft do the Gentleman who introduced this Motion 
the Juitice to own, that they did it with as much Can- 
dour, and in as pretty a Manner asI ever heard an 
Queftion introduced in this Houfe, yet all the Argu- 
ments they made ufe of were fo fully anfwered, and the 
Objections againft their Motion ftated in fo clear a Light, 
by the two worthy Gentlemen who fpoke firft againft 
their Motion, that I cannot agree to it; and indeed, as 
I believe, we owe the Happinefs ofhaving the prefent 
Royal Family upon the ‘Throne, and the Liberty of 
debating any Queftion in this Houfe, chiefly to the Sep- 
teanial Law, 1 fhall never agree to the Repeal of that 
Law, without feeing much ftronger Reafons for it than 
any f have hitherto heard offered. 

* One of the great Inconveniences {aid toattend Septen- 
"ial Parliaments is, that they heighten and increafe thofe 
Heats and Animofities which are ufually raifed among 
he People about the ‘Time of EleCtions; but this £ 
Cannot agree to, becaufe it is well known that thofe 
Heats and Animofities rofe to as great a Height, nay to 
a much greater Height during the Continuance of 7r/ea- 
nial Parliaments, than they ever did fince that Time; 
irom whence we may obferve, that the Violence of thofe 
Heats and Animofities does not depend upon the quick 
or the flow Recurn of Elections, but upon the ‘Temper 
of the Feople at the Time. In every Nation there 
arifes fometimes a general Ferment among the People, 
fometimes without any vifible Caufe, and often from 
Caufes that are in themfelves unjuft : In this Natio®, J 


an Election for a new Parliament fhould com¢ 02 wenn 
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for Iam convinced it will always depend upon the Vit- | 
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the Nation is in any fuch Fermeat, the Heats and Ap; 
mofities at that Time would certainly become extreme. Hm 
ly violent, nay fo violent as to endanger the Pea Gm 


of the Kingdom ; and if we had Anaue/ or even Trice. Be 


nial Parliaments, no fach Ferment could ever happen 
but what would probably be atrended wth aa Election, ee 
by which the Nation might be involved in fuc> frequent § 

Diforders and Confufions, as might at laff make wa i 
trey for fome foreign Enemy, which, in my Opinion, is 


rw. 


a Danger much more to be apprehended, than any Dan. 3a 
E ~ Q i e = e. ai : Yaslia fae 
ger our Conftitution can be in from having our Parlia Bam 


ments Sepicnatal. ae 

\nother Inconvenience is, that Sepiennial Parliaments 

increafe and give Encouragement to Bribery and Cor- § 
r 


4 es 
ruption. That there is Bribery and Corruption, that Gea 
ther 


< “ 


creafe of that Vice depends upon the frequent or the 
rare Return of Elections, is what I cannot agree to; | 
tue of the People in general, and the Humour they hap- 
pen to be inat the Time. I with Bribery and Corrup- 
tion of all Kinds could be prevented; but the Evil 
Iam afraid is inevitable; for notwithftanding the mi 
ny exprefs Laws againft it ; notwithftanding the fevete 
Law made but alittle while ago for preventing it, yet 
we find that Methods have been contrived for evading 
all thofe 1] 


ws, either by ‘giving great Entertainments 
lenty of Victuals, or by fome more fecret 
and corrupt Practices, fothat the only Way to prevent 
the Growth of this Evil, is to preferve the Virtue of the 
People ; and [ believe the bef Way to preferve the Vir- 
tue of the People is to give themas few Opportunities 
as poffible for being Vicious ; from whence I muft cop- 
clude, that for obviating this Inconvenience, Scptenniat 
Partraments are better than Trierxicl 

‘it fo many and fo great Inconyeniences have been felt 
allover the Nation from Septennial Parliaments, if fo 
great Complaints have been made, it is very ftrange, 
ir, that no Attempt has been made, ever fince the 
pafiing of that Law, for the Repeal of it: But'the 
ime now chofea for making that Attempt, fhews plam- 
ly with what View it is made : It js now the laft Sef 
fion ol a Parliament, a new EleGion muft foon come ~ 
‘2 
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e always has been Bribery and Corruption, is a Fat (me 
‘I thall not difpute: But, Sir, that the Increafe or De- Bm 
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and as this Motion has an Appearance of Popularity 
amoug thé meaner fort of Electors, it may be-of Service 


tofme Gentlemen at the next Elections: And as to 
the Contentions about thefe Elections’ beginning fo early, . 
I do not know by whom they were begun, but I believe 
they have been fet on foot on purpofe to furnifh Gentle- 
men with Arguments in this Day’s Debate; and an 
Hon. Gentlemen has accordingly taken hold of it, and 
has made ufe of thot¢ Contentions fo edrly:begun, as an 
Argument againtft Serter2ial’ Parliaments. 

« Another h mourable Gentleman has fiven usa glori- 
rious Catalooue, as he was pleafed to call it, of Laws 
patied by Seprennial Perliaments ; but I think he ought 
Ina particular Manner to have guarded agaiaft putting 
the Riot Act into that Catalogue, tor he knows it was 
ounded on the fame Motive with the Septennia/: It 
was abfolutely neceflary for the Safety of the Govern- 
ment, and had it not been for fome Executions in 
Ficet-Street, in Confequencé of that A¢t, I am per- 
fuaded it would not have been poffible to have pre. 
erved the Peace of the Kingdom at that Tiime ; and 
I mutt fay, that it is- fomewhat very ftrange to hear 
Gentlemen arguing againft Contentions and Riots at 
Hlectionsy and at the fame Time complaining of that 
Law which was made for the preventing of Riots upon 
any Occafion. As to the Law for regolating Trials 
in Cafes of ‘Treafon, there: was never a more reafona- 
ble Law paffed in Parliament: Is it not at all Times 
abfolutely indonfiftent with the Safety of the Govern. 
ment ; nay is it not in itfelf ridiculous, that Rebels and 
Traitors fhould be tried by a Jury of their own Friends 
and Relations, embarked in the fame wicked Defigns, 
and as much difaffected to the Government as the Pri- 
foners at the Bar? Can it be expecied that fuch a Jury 
will ever-find-the Prifoners guilty ; and therefore when 
whole Counties hed rebelled, what could: have been niore 
reafonable than the feading the Red<ls of thofe Counties 
to be tried in other Counties, where an honeft and a 
difinterefted Jury might be found, and as that Law was 
confined to the Rebels then in Cuftody, or fuch as thould 
be taken within a fhort Time after, I am furprifed to 


~_—— 


“ hear it found Fault with. 


‘We have been told, Sir, that the Nation in general 


“ defires the Repeal of the Septennial Law, and that 


N Inftruc- 
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“ Inftruétions have been fent up to feveral Members for 
‘that Purpofe. As tothe Defires of the Nation in ge. 
‘neral, it is a Fact not eafy to be determined ; I do not 
know but the Mob, I mean fuch as have no Bufinefs 
with Elections, may generally defire the Repeal of this 


of getting drunk, committing Riots, and living idly, 
much oftner than they have at prefent; but as to all 
thofe who have any Right to vote at Elections, I am 
convinced the Generality of them defire no fuach 


they are ufually obtained: I faw a Copy of one of 
them lately in one of our Evening News-papers, and 
hy the Stile of it I may leave any Gentleman to judge, 
what fort of Perfons they were who fent it, or rather 
obtained its being fent. As the Memory of King Wii- 
liam will always, they know, be reverenced in Eng- 
land, by all thofe who are attached to the true Interef 
of their Country, thefe InftruGtions take particular 
Notice, that the Triennial Law was paffed in the 
Reign of our great Deliverer, King William, of glo- 
rious and immortal Memory: But does not every 
Man, who has read the Hiftory of his Reign, know, 
that that Law was promoted by thofe who were perhaps 
Friends to the Revolution, but Enemies to the then Ad- 


miniftration, co-operating with thofe who were Enemies 
to both. : 

‘In fhort, Sir, the Seprennial Law, as well as the 
Riot Act, paffed for the Safety and Eftablifhment of 
the prefent Government ; and, asI think in my Con- 
fcience, the Repeal of either of them would endanger 


the Government, I am therefore heartily againft your 
© Queftion. 
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Sir V——m W. m. «Sif, 

Sir W--m W---m’s ¢ The honourable Gentleman whe 
Speech. ‘fpoke lait, in vindicating, as he 
‘ called it, his learned Friend, threw 

‘out a very unfair Reflection upon the Conduct of @ 
“worthy Gentleman under the Gallery, whofe Behavi- 
< our in Parliament I have been a -Witnefs of, and I can 
“fay without Flattery, it has been as even and as ho- 
*nourable as the Behaviour of any Gentleman in this 


‘Houle; and if the Hon. Gentlemag thinks othexwile 
* 





Law, becaufe they would then have an Opportunity 7 


Thing. And as for thofe Inftructions that may have ' 
been fent up to Members, no Man is ignorant how § 
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‘I dare fay he is fingle in his Opinion: He is, F believe, 
‘the only Man, either in the Houfe or out of it, who 
‘thinks fo; I with the Behaviour of every other Gentle- 
‘man, I will not fay inthis, but in former Parliaments, 
“had been as unexceptionable; for if it had, I am very 
‘fure we would have had no Occation for this Day’s 
¢ Debate, 

‘The Obfervation made by the learned Gentleman, 
‘ which the Hon. Gentleman took up fo much Time to 
‘explain, was without Exception; it was juft, it was 
‘plain, and therefore wanted neither an Explanation 
‘nor a Vindication; but, Sir, what the worthy Gen- 
‘tleman under the Gallery, and others as well as he, 
‘ took Notice of, was an Expreffion that fell from the 
‘learned. Gentleman, I dare fay, without Defign: He 
‘faid that we were to have no Dependance upon our 
‘Conftituents ; he went further, he faid it was a dan- 
‘gerous Dependance ; nay he went farther fill, and 
‘faid, it was more dangerous than a Dependance on 
‘the Crown: This my worthy Friénd took Notice of, 
‘and with his ufual Modefty, called it a new Doctrine. 
‘It is, Sir, not only a new Doétrine, but it is the molt 
‘monftrous, the moft flavifh Dodtrine was ever heard, 
© and fach a Doctrine as I hope no Man will ever dare 
‘to fupport within thefeé Walls; I am perfuaded, Sir, 
‘the learned Gentleman did not mean what the Words 
‘he happened to make ufe of may feem to import; for 
‘tho’ the Peopie of a County, City or Borough may 
‘be mifled, and may be induced to give  fnftructions 
‘which are contrary to the true Intereft of their Coun- 
‘try, yet I hope he will allow, that in Times paft the 
‘Crowa has been oftner mifled, and confequently we 
‘muft conclude, that it is more apt to be mifled in 
‘Time to come, than we can fuppofe the People 
© to be. 

‘As to the Contefts about the next Ele¢tion, Sir, 
‘that they were begun a long While ago, is a certain 
* Fact, but who the Beginners were may not be fo cer- 
‘ tain, or at leaft not fo generally known ; and the Hon. 
‘Gentleman who fpoke laft feemed to be ignorant, or 
‘indeed rather to miftake who were the Beginners of 
“them; but if he pleafes to look about him, he may fee 
‘one not far diftant from him, who, by his Agents, was 


‘the firft and the principal Beginner of them in moft 
2 ¢ Parts 
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‘ Parts of the Kingdom. To fee them begin fo fod} 
€isno-new [hing, Sir ; it is a ftale minitierial- Artifice ; 
it has been, practifed ever fince Seprennial Parliaments 
took place, and will be praciifed as long as they con- 
tinue: Miniiters of State know well how unequal the 
Contention is between a Country Gentleman, who has 
nothing but his own Eitate (greatly exhauited by the 
many L’axes he pays) to cepend on, and Muniierial 
Ele¢tion-mongers, fupplied by Gentlemen in Office, who 
have for feven Years been heaping up Money jor that 
Purpofe, or perhaps fupplied even by the pubiick Trea- 
fure of the Nation; and the fooner this Contention be- 
gins, the greater Difadvantage the Country Geatlemen 
Jabour under, the more Time thofe Tools of Corrup- 
tions have to practife upan the Electors, and to difco- 
ver where that Money may be placed to the beft Ad- 


< 
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oo 


Lal 


* + 


vantage, which is iffued jor corrupting the People, 
and overturning the Conftitution: From hence it is 
obvious who have been, and who will always be the iirit 
Beginners of fuch Contentions. 

‘The learned Gentleman (as well as fome others, 
particularly an Hon. Gentleman under the Gallery; 
who fpoke early in the Debate, and who indeed faid 
as much, and in as handfome a Manner as can, in m 
Opinion, be faid againft the Queftion) has told us, 
that our Conftitution has been often varied ; and that 
there was no Time when it was: fu 
would defire. to return to. 


A Ananth A Aw A.®& 


ch as we ought, or 
fir, it is not to be doubt- 
ed but our Conftitution has often varied. and perhaps 
there is no Time when it was without a Fault; but f 
will affirm, that there is no Time in which we may not 
find fome good Things in our Conftitution : There are 

now, there have been in every Ce tury fome good 
Laws exifiing: Let us preferve thofe that are good ; 
if any of them have heen abolifhed, let them be re- 
ftored, and if any of the Lay 
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“ found to be attended with In ve SOM Being a 
© repealed : This | bee grasa. se let them re 
. i De) “s ak ac is now defired, this 1s what 
< there ae ae eafon to expect from parliament 5 
‘have a Ri ht powad defired but what the People 
* Right ay wh Face, have now, they always had a 
4 reguent new 


Parliaments; and this Right 
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egg sce and confirmed even by the Claim of 
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has fiid to the contrary. At the Time of the Revo- 
lution, nay atthe prefent Time, at all Times, the 
Word Parliament, in the common Way o., Speaking, 
comprehends all the Seffions held from one Election to 
another: That this is the common Meaning of the 
Word I appeal to every Gentleman in this Houfe ; 
and for this Reafon thofe Patriots, who drew up our 
Claim of Rights, could not imagine that it was necef- 
ary to put in the Word New: They could not fo 
much as dream that ‘the two Words, Fregucat Parlia- 
ments, Would afterwards be interpreted to mean, Fre- 
guent Seffecns of Parliament; but the Lawyers, who 
are accuftomed to confound the Senfe of the plaineft 
Words, immediately found out, that a Seffion of Par- 
liament was a Parliament, and that therefore the 
Words Frequent Parliaments, meant oaly Fregueat 
Seffions: This Quirk the Lawyers found out imme- 
diately after the Revolution; this Quirk the Courtiers 
at that Time caught hold of ; and this fet the People 


anew upon the Vindication of their Rights, which 
they obtained by the Triennial Bill: By that Bill the 
Right of the People to frequent new Parliaments, was 
eftablithed in fuch clecr Terms as not to be mifunder. 
fiood; and God forgive them who confented to the 
Piving it up. 

‘I am extremely furprifed, Sir, to hear it faid, thae 


r 


the Triennial Bill was introduced by the Enemies tothe 
Revolution. I will not fay that it was introduced b 

the Courtiers at that Time: We feldom fee fuch Bilis 
introduced by fuch Gentlemen ; but does not every one 
know, that it was my Lord Somers who was the chief 
Yromoter of that Bill, and that moft of thofe who fup. 


ported him in it were Gentlemen who had been deep- 
Rieter: ir , > Reyoluti > sy: 
1\ concerned 1n bringing about the evelution : Tis 
true, the Courtiers oppofed it, and even King /77/liam 
Nin 


imielf, by the Advice of fome wicked Minifters, re- 
ufed to pafs it the firft Time it was offered; the 
When it came back again to him he was better adv.fed; 
and if he had not paffed it, he had not done what he 
ought to do, he had not done all he came to do, nor 
that which when he came he promifed to do, which wag 
to reftore the | eople to the fall Enjoyment of all their 
Rights and Privileges. 


‘To 
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‘To pretend, Sir, that the Triennial Bill was intro 
‘duced with a View of diftrefing King WVi/liam’s Go- 
“vernment, is really cafting a Reflection upon his Go- 
¢vernment; for to tell us, that the People’s claiming 
* thofe Rights, which he came to eftablifh, was a diftref- 
‘ fing of his Government, is to tell us, that his Govern- 
¢ ment was contrary to the Rights of the People, which 
‘is, in my Opinion, a very high Reflection, and fuch a 
¢ one as the Gentlemen, who tell us fo, would not pati- 
“ently hear caft upon that Reign by others. The other 
¢ pretence, that Triennial Parliaments were the Caufe 
‘of his putting an End to the War, or of that Treaty 
‘which was fo much complained of, is, I am fure, as 
‘ groundlefs ; for the fecond War was begun and car: 
‘ ried on with great Succefs, under the Influence of Tri- 
< ennial Parliaments, till the Ballance of Power was 
‘4 
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fully reftored, and fo firmly eftablifhed, that France 
has never fince endeavoured to make the leaft In. 
croachment upon any of her Neighbours : What fome 
late Meafures may encourage her to do hereafter, I 
fhall not pretend to determine ; but this Nation has ever 
fince that Time enjoyed what I think I may call 2 
Ta ype Tranquillity, which, if the Triennral Law 
ad remained in Force, we would, I believe, have 
made a much better ufe of, than we now feem to have 
done. ’ 

' The learned Gentleman has told us, That the Se- 
tennmial Law is a proper Medium between the unll- 
mited Power of the Crown, and the limiting that 
Power too much; but, Sir, before he had fixed upon 
this asa Medium, he fhould firft have difcovered to 
us the two Extremes. I will readily allow, that a1 
unlimited Power in the Crown, with refpect to the 
continuing of Parliaments, is one Extreme; but the 
other I cannot really find out; for I am very far from 
thinking, that the Power of the Crown was too much 
limited by the Triennia? Law, or that the Happinefs 
of the Nation was any Way injured by it, or can ever 
be injured by frequent Elections. As to the Power of 
the Crown, it is very certain, that as long as the Ad: 
miniftration of poolce Affairs is agreeable to the Ge- 
* nerality of the People, were they to chufe a new Par: 
< lament every Year, they would chufe fuch Reprefen- 
‘-fatives as would moft heartily concur in every Thing 
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with fuch an Adminiftration; fo that even an Anauaf 
Parliament could not be any Limitation of the juft 
Power of the Crown; and as to the Happinefs of the 
Nation, it is certain, that Gentlemen will always con- 
tend with more Heat and Animofity about being Mem- 
bers of a long Parliament, than about being Members 
of a fhort one; and therefore the Elections for a Sep. 
tennial Parliament muft always difturb the Peace, and 
injure the Happinefs of the Nation, more than the FE. 
lections for an Annual ox Triennial Parliament: O€ 
this the EleGtions in the City of London, mentioned 
by my worthy Friend, are an evident Demonitra- 
tion. 

‘As to the Elections coming on when the Nation is 
ina Ferment, it is fo far from being an Objection to fre- 
quent Elections, that it is, in my Opinion, Sir, a {trong 
Argument in favour of them; becaufe it is one of the 
chief Supports of the Freedom of the Nation. It is plain, 
that the People feldom or ever were in a Ferment but 
when Incroachments were made upon their Rights and 
Privileges; and when any fuch are made, it is very 
proper, nay it is even neceffary that the People fhould 
be allowed to proceed to a new Election, in order that 
they may chufe fuch Reprefentatives as will do them 
Juftice, by punifhing thofe who have been making In- 
croachments upon them ; otherwife one of thefe two 
Kffects may yery probably enfue: Either the Ferment 
will break out into an open Infurrection, or the In- 
croachment that has been made may happen to be for- 
got before a new Election comes on, and then the In- 
vaders of the People’s Rights will have a much better 
Lay for getting fuch a new Parliament chofen, as will 
not only free them from all Punifhment, but will con- 
frm the Incroachments that have been made, and en- 
courage the making of new. Thus the Rights of the 
People may be nibbled and curtailed by Piecemeal, and 
ambitious Criminals may at laft get themfelves fo firmly 
feated, that it will be out of the Power of the People to 
top their Career, or to avoid the Chains which they are 
preparing. 

‘ Now, Sir, to return to the Power of the Crown, 
which the learned Gentleman has told us was too much 
limited by the Triennial Low ; I think I have made it 


plain, that the juft Power of the Crown cannot poflibly 
‘be 
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be limited by frequent EleCtions, and confequently could 
not be too much limited by the Tricanial Law ; but by 
long Parliaments the Crown may be enabled to affirme, 
and to make ufe of an unjuft Power. By our Conftitu. 
tion the only legal Method we have of vindicating our 
Rights and Privileges avainft the Incroachments of am. 
¢ bitious Minifters 1s by Parliament ; the only Way we 
¢ have of rectifying a weak or wicked Adminiftration is 
«by Parliament; the only effectual Way we have of 
«bringing high and power: “fal Criminals to condiga Pu 
< 
o 
& 
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ree Ss 


a 


nifhment is by tarliament; but if ever it fhould come 
to be in the ‘Power: of the Adminiftrat ion to have a 
Majority of this Houfe depending upon the Crown, 
or to geta Majority of fuch Men returned as the Re- 
prefentatives of the People, the Parliament will then 
‘ ftand us in no ftead. {t can anfwer none of thefe 
ae Purpofes ; the whole Nation may be convinced of 
«the Weaknefs or the Wickednefs of thofe in the Admi- 
mitration, and yet it may be out of the Nation’s Power, 
« ina legal Way, to get the Fools turned out, or the 
« Knaves hanged. 

‘This Misfortune, Sir, can be brought upon us by 
nothing but by Bribery and Corruption ; and therefore 
there is nothing ‘we ought to guard more watchfully 
¢acainft. And an Hon. Gentle: nan who fpoke fome 
¢ T ime ago, upon the fame Side with me, has fo clearly 
*demonftrated, that the Elections for a Septennial Par- 
‘ Hane are more liable to be influenced by Corruption 

in thofe for a Triennial, that I am furprifed his Argu- 
ae fhould be miftaken, or not comprehe ended: But 
‘it feems the moft certain Maxims, the plaineft Truths, 
‘are now to be controverted or denied. It has been 
‘laid down as a Maxim, and I think it is a moft infal- 
lible Maxim, that a Man will contend with more Heat 
‘and Vigour for a Poft, either of Honour or Profit, 
* which he is to hold for a long Term, than he will do 
< 
. 


for one he js to hold tor a fhort Term: This has been 

controverted, 

[ think equally 

¢ powerful Bribe 

¢ verthelefS I 

© hittle further. 
‘Let us fuppofe, Sir, 


It has been laid down as a Maxim, and 
infallible, that roo Guineas is a moré 
than 50; this has been denied. Yet ne- 
muft beg Leave to pufh this Argument 2 


a Gentleman at the Head of 
Adn nini {tri ition, whofe only Safety depends upon 
¢ corrupting 
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‘ corrupting the Members of this Houfe: This may 
“ now be only a Seppofition, but it is certainly fuch a 
“one as may happen ; and if ever it fhould, let us fee 
‘whether fuch a Minifter might not promife himfelf 
‘ more Succefs in a Seprtennidi than he could in a Trien- 
‘nial Parliament. It is an old Maxim, that every 
¢ Man has his Price, if you can but come up to it: This, 
‘I hope, does not hold true of every Man, but I am 
* atraid it too generally holds true; and that of a great 
‘many it may hold true is what, I believe, was never 
‘ doubted of; tho’ I don’t know byt it may now like- 
* wife be denied. However let us fuppofe this diftreded 
* Minifter applying to one of thofe Men who hasa Price, 
‘and is a Member of this Houfe: In order to engage 
‘this Member to vote as he fhall direct him, he offers 
“hima Venfion of rooo / a Year; if it bé but a Trien- 
‘nial Parliament, will not the Member immediately 
‘confider within himfelf; If I accept of this Penfion, 
‘and vote according to Direction} [ fhall lofe my Cha- 
‘racter in the Country, I fhall lofe my Seat in Parlia- 
‘ment the next Election, and my Pentfion will then of 
‘Courfe be at an End; fo that by turning Rogue I 
*fhall get but 3000 / this is not worth my while ; 
‘and fo the Minifter muft either offer him perhaps the 
‘double of that Sum, or otherwife he will probably de- 
‘termine againft being corrupted ; but if the Parlia- 
‘ment were Septennial, the fame Man might perhaps 
‘fay within himfelf, I am now in for feven Years, by 
‘accepting of this PenfionI fhall have at leaft y000 /, 
‘this will fet me above Contempt; and if I am turned 
‘out at next Ele¢tion, F do not value jit, I’ll take the 
‘ Money in the mean Time. Is jt not yery natural to 
‘ fuppofe all this, Sir, ynd does not this evidently fhew, 
‘thata wicked Minifter cannot corrupt a Triennial 
‘ Parliament with the fame Money with which he may 
‘ corrupt a Septennial. ; 
* Again, Suppofe this Minifter appiies to a Gentleman 

“ who has purchafed, and thereby made himfelf Member 
‘ for a Borough, at the Rate of, perhaps, 1500 /. befides 
* travelling Charges and other little Expences : Suppofe 
©‘ the Minifter offers hima Penfion of s00/. a Year toa 
‘engage his Vote, will not he naturally confider, if it be a 
© Triennial Parliament, that if he cannot get a higher 


‘Penfion he will lofe Money by being a Member ; and 
O * furely 
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y if he bea right Burgefs he will refolve not to 
fell at all, rather than fell his Commodity for lefs than 
it coft him; and i’ he finds he cannot fell at all, he 
will probably give over ftanding a Candidate again up. 
on fuch a Footing ; by which not only he, but ma- 
ny others, will be induced, to give over Dealing in cor- 
rupting the Electors at the next Election: But in 
“Cafe it be a Septennial Parliament, will he not then 
‘ probably accept 0. the 500 /. }enfion, ij he be one of 
‘ thofe Men that hasa Price? Becaufe he concludes that 
‘for 1500 /. he may always fecure his Election ; and 
‘every Parliament will put near 2000 / in his Pocket, 
‘ befides reimburfing him all his Charges. Atter viewing 
‘ the prefent Queftion in this Light; isit poffible. Sir, not 
“to conclude, that Seprennial Parliaments, as well as the 
« Elections for fuch, muft always be much more liable 
‘ to be influenced by Corruption, than Triennial or the 
‘ Elections for Trrennial. 
‘For my own Part, Sir, I have been often chofen, ! 
have fat in Parliament above thefe twenty Years, and 
I can fay with Truth, that neither at my Ele¢tion, 
nor after my Return, no Manever dared to attempt to 
let me know what is meant by Bribery and Corruption; 
but Iam forry to hear the [mpoffibility of preventing 
it mentioned, and mentioned too, Sir, within thefe 
Walls. The Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, told us 
the Evil of Corruption was inevitable: If I were fo 
unhappy as to think fo, I fhould look upon my Coun- 
try tobe in the moft melancholy Situation. Perhaps it 
may be the Way of thinking among thofe he keeps 
Company with ; but I thank God I have a better Opi- 
nion 0; my Countrymen ; and fince it appears to be 
a Way of thinking among fome Gentlemen, it is high 
Time for us to contrive fome Method of putting it 
out of their Power to corrapt the Virtue of the Peo- 
ple ; for we may depend upon this as a certain Maxim, 
that thofe who think they cannot gain the Affections 
of the People, will endeavour to purchafe their Pro- 
ftitution ; and the beft Way to prevent the Succefs of 
their Endeavours, is to raife the Price fo high as to 
put it out of the Power of any Man, or of any Set of 
Men focome uptoit. Iv a Parliament is to be pur- 
“ chaled, if Elections are to be purchafed, it is manifeft 
as Corrupting ot Triennial muft, upon the Whole, 
colt 
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“ cofta great deal more than the corrupting of Septen- 
‘ nial EleGtons or Parliaments. ‘Theretore, in order 
‘to put it out of the Power of any Man, or of any Ad- 
‘ miniftration, to purchafe the Prottitution of a Parlia- 
‘ment, or of the People, let us return to Triennial 
© Perliameats; and if that will not do; let us retura 
“to Annual Elections, which I am very certain, would 
‘ render the practice of Corruption impoffible. ‘This, 
¢ Sir, is now the more neceffary, becaufe of the many 
‘new Potts and Places of Profic which the Crown has at 
‘ its Difpofal, and the great Civil Lift fettled upon his 
¢ prefent Majefty, and which will probably be continued 
‘to his Succeffors: This, I fay, urges the Necefflity for 
‘frequent new Parliaments, becaufe the Crown has it 
‘now more in their Power than formerly, to feduce 
« the People or the Reprefentatives of the People, in cafe 
‘any future Adminiftration fhould find it neceffary for 
‘ their own Safety to do fo. 

‘ That the Increafe or Decreafe of Corruption at E- 
¢‘leCtions, or in Parliament, muft always depend upon 
‘the Increafe or Decreafe of Virtue among the People, 
‘I fhall readily grant; but it as is certain, that the 
‘Virtue of almoft every particular Man depends upon 
‘the ‘Temptations that are thrown in his Way ; and ac- 
“cording to the Quantity of Virtue he has, the Quanti- 
‘ ty of the Temptation muft be raifed, fo as at laft to make 
‘ it an Over-ballance for his Virtue. Suppofe then, Sir, 
‘ that the Generality of the Electors in England, have Vir- 
‘tue enough to withftand a Temptation of five Guineas 
‘ each, but not Virtue enough to withftand a Temptation of 
‘ ten Guineas one with another ; is it not then much more 
‘ probable, that the Gentlemen who deal in Corruption 
‘ may be able to raife as much Money once every 
‘feven Years, as will be fufficient to give ten Guineas 
‘each, one with another, to the Generality of the Elec- 
‘ tors, thanthat they will be able to raife fuch a Sum 
‘once in every three Years ? And is it not from thence 
© certain, that the Virtue of the People tn general is in 
‘ greater Danger of deing deftroyed by 5 ptennia/ than by 
© Triennial Parliaments? To foppofe, Sir, that every 
© Man’s vote atan Election is like 2 Commodity which 
‘muft be fold at the Market rice, is really to fuppofe 
‘that no Man has any Virtue at all: for I will aver, 
ves to fell his Vote at any» 
2 « Rate, 


‘ that when once a Maa relo! 
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« Rate, he has then no Virtue left, which I hope is not: 


«the Cafe of many oi our Electors, and therefore the 
<only Thing we are to apprehend is, left fo high a 
« Price fhould be offered as may tempt thoufands to fell, 
« who never before had any Thoughts of carrying fuch a 
«Commodity to Market. This, Sir, is the fatal Event we 


«are to dread, and it is much more to be dreaded: 


« from Septennia/ than fram Triennial Parliaments. Ii we 


« have therefore any Defire to preferve the Virtue of our: 


« People ; if we have any Defire to preferve our Confti- 


< tution ; if we haye any Defire to preferve our Liberties, . 


‘our Properties, and every Thing that can be dear to a 


« free People, we “— to reftore the Triennial Law ;: 
tobe infignificant, we ought to abo- 


‘ and if that be foun 
‘ lith Prorogations, and return to Aaaua/ Eledfions. 
¢ The learned Gentleman fpoke of the }rerogative of 
‘« the Crown, and asked ys, If it had lately been extended 
* beyond thofe Bounds prefcribed toit by Law. Sir, I 
« will not fay that there has been lately any Attempts to 
< extend it beyond the Bounds prefcribed by Law ; but 
«I will fay, that thofe Bounds haye been of late fo vaftly 
« enlarged, that there feems no great Occafion for any 
‘fuch Attempt. What are the many penal Laws made 
‘ within thefe Forty Years,* but fo many Extenfions of the 
* Prerogative of the Crown,! and as many Diminutions of 
« the Liberty of the Subject ? And whatever the Neceflity 
‘ was that brought us into the enacting of fuch Laws, It 
* was a fatal Neceflity ; it has greatly added to the Power. 
‘ of the Crown, and particular Care ought to be taken 
* not tothrow any more Weight into that Scale. Perhaps 
the enacting of feveral of thofe penal Laws might have 
‘ been avoided ; I am perfuaded the ena¢ting of the Law 
relating to Trials for Treafon, not only might, but ought 
‘ to have been avoided ; for tho’ it was but a tempora- 
ry Law, it was a dangerous Precedent ; and the Rebel- 
"ton was far irom being fo general inany County 28 not 
* to leave a fuflicient Number of faithful Subjects for try- 
* ang thofe who had committed Adts of Treafon within 
* the County. , . 
‘In former Times the Crown had a larce Eftate of 
: ts Own ; an Eftate fufficient for fupporting the Dig- 
nity of the Crow A ; and as we had no Standing Armies, 
~ norany great Ficets to provide for, the Crown did 
* not then want frequent Supplies, fo that they were not 
‘ under 
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* under any Neceffity of calling frequent Parliaments ; 
¢ and as Parliaments were always troublefome, ofteu 
‘dangerous to Minifters, therefore they avoided the 
‘ calling of any fuch as much as poffible: But tho’ the 
< Crown did not then want frequent Supplies, the People 
‘ frequently wanted a Redrefs of Grievances, which could 
‘not be obtained but by Parliament ; therefore the only 
¢ Complaint then was, that the Crown either did not 
‘call any Parliament at all, or did not allow them to 
‘fit long enough; This was the only Complaint, and 
‘toremedy this, it was thought fuffictent to provide for 
* having frequent Parliaments, every ane of which "twas 
‘prefumed, was always to be a new Parliament; 
‘for ’tis well known, that the Method of Proro- 
‘gation was of old very rarely made ufe of, and. 
‘was firft introduced by thofe who were attempt- 
. ng rs make Incroachments upon the Rights of the 
© Feople. 

‘ Bot now, Sir, the Cafe is altered; the Crown eéi- 
ther by ill Management, or by Prodigality and Pro- 
fufenefs to its Favourites, has {pent or granted away 
all that Eftate; and the Publick Expence is fo much 
enlarged, that the Crown muft have annual Supplies, 
and is therefore under a Neceffity of having the Parlia- 
ment meet every Year ; but as new Elections are always 
‘dangerous as well as troublefome to Miunifters of 
State, they are for having them as feldom as poffible ; . 
‘fo that the Complaint is not now for want of fre- 
‘ qnent Meetings or Seffions of Parliament, but againft 
‘ having the fame Parliament continued toolong. This 
‘ is the Grievance now complained of ; this is what the 
People defire ; this is what they have a Right to have. 
redrefed. The Members of Parliament may for one 
Year be lookt uponas the real and true Reprefentatives 
of the People ; but when a Minifter has feven Years to 
practife upon them, and to feel their Pulfts, they , 
may be induced to forget whofe Reprefentatives they 
are ; they may throw off all Dependance upon their Elec. 
tors, and may become Dependarts upon the Crown, or 
‘rather upon the Minifter Or the [ime being, which the 
‘ learned Gentleman has moft ingenioufly confeffed to us, 
‘ he thinks Jefs dangerous than a Dependance upon the 
‘ Electors. 
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¢ We have been told, Sir, in this Houfe, that no Faith 
“is tobe given to Prophefies, therefore I fhall not pretend 
“to prophefy ; but I may fuppofe a Cafe, which, though 
‘iphas not yet happened, may poffibly happen. Let us 
‘then fuppofe, Sir, a Man abandoned to all Notions of 
‘ Virtue or Honour, of no great Family, and of but a 
“ mean Fortune, raifed to be chief Minifter of State, by 
“the Concurrence of many whimfical Events ; afraid or 
« unwilling to truft any but Creatures of his’ own making, 
‘and moft of them equally abandoned to all Notions of 
¢ Virtue or Honour ; ignorant of the true Intereft of his 
“Country, and confulting nothing but that of enriching 
‘ and aggrandizing himfelf and his Favourites ; in foreign 
¢ Affairs trufting none but fuch whofe Education makes 
‘it impoffible for them to have fuch Knowledge or fuch 
Qualifications as can either be of Service to their Coun. 
‘try, or give any Weight or Credit to their Negotia- 
‘tions: Let us fuppofe the true Intereft of the Nation 
¢ by fuch Means neglected or mifunderftood, her Honour 
‘and Credit loft, her Trade infulted, her Merchants 
¢ plundered and her Sailors murdered ; and all thefe 
¢ Things over-looked, only for fear his A dminiftration 
‘ fhould be encangered: Suppofe him next poffeffed of great 
‘Wealth, the Plunder of the Nation, with a Parliament 
< of his own chufing, moft of their Seats purchafed, aad 
‘ their Votes bought at the Expence of the publick Trea- 
‘fure: In fuch a Parliament, let us fuppofe Attempts 
* mace to enquire into his Conduct, or to relieve the Na- 
‘ tion from the Diftrefs he has brought upon it ; and whea 
‘Lights proper for attaining thofe Ends are called for, 
“not perhaps for the Information of the particular Gen- 
* tlemen who call for them, but becaufe nothing can be 
‘done in a Parliamentary Way, till thefe Things be in 
“a proper Way laid before Parliament; fuppofe thefe 
* Lights refufed, thefe reafonable Requefts rejected by 
‘a corrupt Majority of his Creatures, whom he retains 
‘in daily Pay, or engages in his particular Intereft, by 
* granting them thofe Pofts and Places which ought ne- 
“ver to be given to any but tor the Good of the }ub- 
‘lick: Upon this fcandalous Victory, let us fuppofe 
‘this chief Minifter pluming himfelf in Defiances, be- 
“caufe he finds he has got a Parliament, like a packed 
‘ jury, ready to acquit him at all Adventures: Let ws 
“farther fuppofe him arriyed to that Degree of Infolence 
¢ and 
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and Arrogance, as to domineer over all the Men of an- 
cient Families, all the Men of Senfe, Figure or Fortune 
in the Nation ; and as he has no Virtue of his own, ridi. 
culing it in others, and endeavouring to deftroy or cor« 
rupt ic in all. 

‘Tam ftill not prophefying, Sir, I am only fuppofing ; 
and the Cafe J am going to fuppofe IE hope never will 
happen; but with fuch a Minifter and fuch a Parlia. 
ment, let us fuppofe a Prince upon the Throne, either 
for want of true Information, or for fome other Rea. 
fon, ignorant and unacquainted with the Inclinations 
and the Intereft of his People, weak, and hurried a- 
way by unbounded Ambition and infatiable Avarice: 
This Cafe, Sir, has never yet happened in this Na- 
tion; I hope, I fay, ‘twill never exift ; but as it is 
poflible it may, could there any greater Curfe happea 
to a Nation, than fuch a Prince on the Throne, ad- 
vifed and folely advifed by fuch a Minifter, and that 
Minifter fupported by fuch a Parliament. The Na- 
ture of Mankind cannot be altered by humane Laws, 
the Exiftence of fuch a Prince, or fuch a Miritter we 
cannot prevent by Act of t¢arliament, but the Exiileuce 
of fuch a Parliament I think we may; and as fuch a Var. 
liament is much more-likely to exift, and may do more 
Mifchief while the Septennial Law remains in Force, 
than if it were repealed, theretore I am moi heartily for 
the Repeal of it 

H—y P m Efq; ‘The 

Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, Mr. P m’s$ 
ashe always guards what he fays, Speech. 

and {peaks with fo much Decency, 

that no Notice can be taken of it in a Parliamentary 
Way, fo in the laft Suppofitions he was pleafed to 
make, he obferved fo much Caution, that no Obferya- 
tions can be made on any [hing he faid, as being con- 
trary to the Orders of this Houfe; yet whatever Sup- 
pofitions he may pleafe to make with refpe& to 
‘ Minifters, I think he ought not to proceed any higher, 
and therefore I wifh he had fpared the laft: How ever, 
Sir, as thefe Suppofitions, and indeed every other Suppo. 








I have heard, are all imaginary, [ fhall take no 
irther Natice of them: hey were certainly foreign to 
the Quettion in Debate, and had, f think, been better 
let alone. 
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‘ As to the Contentions about Electiéns, I thall not 
pretend, Sir, to determine by whom they were begun; 
but I think EF can eafily account for their having been 
begin at the Time they wert, and that in a Method 
very different from that laid down by the Hon. Gen. 


tleman who fpoke lait: It is well knowa what, a Spirit, 7 
if not of Difaffection, I am fure I may fay of Di F 
ftraction, was artfully raifed during laft Seffion of Pare 77 
liament, in moft Parts of this Nation, by the Mifre. 


prefentation of an Affair before it was well underftood, 


and which when it came to be explained could no way | 
bear the Meaning they put upon it: This was thought |” 


a proper Opportunity, by thofe who raifed that Spirit, 


to work upon the Paffions of the People, in order to . 


gain their Favour, and to engage their Votes, neither of 
which they knew they had any Chance for in any othet 
Way ; and this, Sir, I feally believe, was the Reafon 
why the Contentions about Elections began fo early ia 
moft Parts of the Kingdom ; fo that if the Gentleman 
meant my Hon. Friend by me, he was very much mi 
ftaken ; but it he look another Way, and that within hit 
View, he may find out the firft chief Beginner of all 
thefe Difturbances. 

‘ As tothe Queftion itfelf, Sir, as I did not intend 
to have troubled you in this Debate, and as the Que 
ftion has been already fo fully, and fo handfomely op- 
pofed by the Hon. Gentleman under the Gallery; 
and by fevetal others, I fhall only fay in General, that 
asIam not fenfible of any Inconvenience that attends 
Septennial Parliaments, but what would in {a much 
greater Degree attend 7riennia/, and as we know from 
Experience, that too frequent Elections keep the Na 
tion in a continual Ferment, and always muft expofe 
us to the many Evils that enfue from Faétion and Se- 


{tion. 


(To be continued.) 


dition, therefore I thall give my Vote againft the Que- | : 
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Extract from the CRATFSMAN. 
The Excellencies of the Britith Conftitution. 


Vy, R. D’Anvers’s laf? Paper is what he calls a Contina- 
ation of his Diflertation upon Parties, but bis paerti- 
culer Defign 1s to fhoew the Exce/lency of the Britith Conftt- 
tution, which he efferts can never be defireyed but by the 
Pecpie of Great Britain them/elves. We fhall give our 
Readers an Abftract from this Crattfman, which though not 
athird Part fo dong as the Paper itfelf, fhali, we hopes 
contain the moft curious and reniarkable Paragraphs 
in tt. 

If (fays Mr. D’ Anvers) you fuppofe the Tx» Houfes of 
Parliament concurring to make at once a formal Ceffion ot 
their own Rights and Privitezes, and of Thofe of the 
whole Nationto the Crown, and ask who hath the Right, 
and the Means, to refift the /upreme, Jegifletive Power ; 
T anfwer the whole Nation hath the Right, anda People, 
who deferve to enjoy Liberty, will findthe Means. An 
Attempt of this Kind would break the Bargain between 
the King and the Nation, between the repre/eatative and 
collective Bor'y of the Pecple, and would diffolve the Con- 


fitution. From hence it follows that the Netion, which 


hath a Right to preferve this Confitution, hath a Right 
to refift an Attempt, that leayes no other Means of pre- 
ferving it but Thofe of Refiftance. From hence it fol- 
lows that if the Comfitution was actually diffolved, as it 
would be by fuch an Attempt of the shree Efaies, the Pec- 
Z/e would return to their original, their natural Right, the 
Right of reftoring the /eme Confitution, ov of making 2 
new one. No Power on Earth could claim any Right ‘of 
Impoting a Confitution upon Them ; and lefs than any that 
King, thofe Lords, and thofe Commons, who, having been 
Intrufted to preferve, had deftroy’d the former. Let 
us fappofe our Parliaments, in fome future Generation, to 
row fo corrupt, and the Crewa fo rich, that a pecuniary 
Influence conftantly prevailing over the Majority, They 
thould affemble for little elfe than to eftadlith Grievances, 
inftead of redtefliag them ; to approve the Mea/ures of the 
Court, without Information ; to engage their Country 12 
Allyances, in Treaties, in JVars, without Examination 
and to give Money without Account, and almoft without 

? Stint 3 
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Stint ; in this Cafe, the Confitution would help itfelj, 
and effectually too, unlefs the whole Ma/s of the Peopk 
was tainted, and the E/e/fors were become no honetter 
than the E/e&ed. In fhort, nothing can deftroy the Con. 
fritution of Britain, but the People of Britaim ; and when. 
ever the People of Britain become fo degenerate and bafe, 
as to be induced by pape se tochufe Perfous to reprefent 
Them in Parliament, whom They haye found by Expe. 
rience to be under an Jnfluence, arifing from private Inte 
refi, Dependents ona Court, and the Creatures of @ Mini- 
fer ; or others, who are unknown to the Peop/e, that elet 


Them, and bring no Recommendation but That, which § 


They carry in their Pur/es ; then may the Enemies of our 
Conftituticn boaft that They have got the better of it, and 
that it is no longer able to defend itfelf, nor to defend 
Liberty. Then will that trite, proverbial Speech be veri- 
fy’d in our Cafe, that the Corruptions of the beft Things are 


the worft ; for then will that very Change in the State of & 


Property and Power, which improved our Confitution {o 
much, contribute to the Deftruction of it ; and We may 
even with for thofe little Tyrants, the great Lords and 
the great Prelates again, to oppofe the Encroachments 
of the Crown. How preferable will Subjection to #hof 
powerful Landlords, (whom the Commonalty were accu- 
ttomed to ferve ; and by whom, if They fuffered on one 
Hand, They had confiderable Advantages on the other) 
how preicrable, indeed, will this Subjection appear to 
‘Chem, when They fhall fee the whole Nation opprefs’d 
by a few Upfarts in Power ; often by the meancft, always 
by the worf of their Fellow Subjects ; by Men, who owe 
their Elevation and Riches neither to Merit nor Birth, 
but the Favour of weak Princes, and to the Spor/s of their 
Country, beggared by their Rapine. Then will the Fate 
of Rome be renewed, in fome Sort, in Britaia. The 
Grandeur of Rome was the Work of many Centuries, the 
Effect of much Wifdom, and the Price of much Blood. 
She maintain’d her Grandeur, whilft fhe preferved het 
Virtue; but when Luxury grew up to favour Corruption 
and Corruption to nourifh Luxury ; then Rome grew_ve- 
nal; the Election of her Magifrates, the Sentences of her 


wiges, the Decrees of her Senate, all was fold. She, 
Who had been the Envy, as well as the Miftrefs of Nati- 
ous, deli to be an Object of their Scorn or their Pity. 
they had {een and felt that the governed other Pea- 
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pie by /77//, and her owa by Lew. They beheld Her go- 
verned Herfelf by Vill; by the arbitrary Hill ot the 
worit of her own Citizens, of the worit of both Sexes, 
of the worit of Humankind ; by Caligula, by Claudius, by 
Nero, by Meffalina, by Agrippina, by Poppaa, by Nar- 
ciffus, by Califtus, by Pallas; by Princes, that were ftu- 
pid, or mad; by omen, that were abandoned to Ambi- 
tion and to Luft; by Minifers, that were emancipated 
Siaves, Paraiites and Pandars, infolent and rapacious. 
Into fuch a State, (the Difference of Times, and of 
other Circumftances confidered) at leaft, into a State as 
niferable as This, will the People of Britain both fall, 
and deferve to fall, if They fuffer, under any Pretence, 
or by any Hands, that Conffitution to be deftroyed, 
which cannot be deftroyed, unlefs They faffer it; 
unlefs They cooperate with the Enemies of it, by renew- 
ing an exploded Diftinction of Parties; by electing Thofe 
to reprefent Them, who are hired to defray Them. 


Extract from FoG's-JOURNAL. 


The only Method for a free People to preferve - 
their Liberties. 


oa 
N all Governments (fays Mr. Fog) that have any Re- 
@ muins of Freedom left, and where Power is acknow- 
icdged to be derived from the People, the People will and 
ought to oppofe every Thing that looks like the leaft De- 
fign of incroaching upon their Liberties, and therein con- 
fiits their Safety ; for when their watchful Genius is 
lull’d afieep, and the Spirit of Oppofition dies away, they 
are undone. 
| Machiavel taking Notice of the Contentions betwixt 
"© Nobility and the People of Rome,fpeaks oj them to this 
4H tect, 
* Thofe who object againft the Tumults betwixt the 
. Nobility and the People in this City, do, in my Opini- 
‘ on, condemn the very Thing to which it owed its Free. 
‘dom ; but fome Men regard the Baftle and .Clamours 
‘which ufually attend upon fuch Commotions, without 
‘ confidering the good Effects they commonly produce, 
‘not reflecting that in all Commonwealths there are 
‘two oppofite Humours, one of the Nobility, the 
P 2 Sornesg 
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“other of the People, that all Laws that are made 
$in Fayour of Liberty proceed from the Differences be. 
« twixt them. 

* Nor can thofe Methods be called feditious and difor. 
* derly which never produced any Laws prejudicial to the 
¢ Publick Intereft, and tho’ it may. be objected that their 
‘ways were wild and whimfical, and that it muft look 
‘ ftrange to hear the People clamouring againft the Se. 








“nate, and the Senate railing at the People. To 
* fee them fhut up their Shops and run tumultuoufly about 
“the City, and affemble in great Bodies. I an- 


* fwer, that all Cities ought to be allowed fome Vent and 
* Evacuation for their Paffions, efpecially where, in ‘Limes 
“of Exigeace and Danger, all Strength and Succour is 
¢‘ drawn from the People, of which Number the City of 
« Rome was one, where when the People had a Mind to 
‘anew Law, in Favour of Liberty, they either had Re- 
“courfe to thefe Methods, or elfe refufed to lift for the 
¢ Wars, fo that the Nobility were in a Manner obliged 
“to comply with them, nor had this ever any bad Ef- 
* fed, becaufe the Defires of a Free People, never tend ta 
‘the Deftruction of the Commonwealth. 

Thus it has been the Cuftom in all Free States for the 
People to affemle in Multitudes, in order to found each 


others Sentiments, to confult, to petition, and to oppofe 


all fuch Laws as appeared to them to have any Tendencies 


towards reftraining and leffening their Liberties. 
Whenever thofe in the executive Part of the Govera- 
ment venture to difpute this Right with them and begin 
to controul them init ; when they threaten Ruin to all 
that diftoyer any Diflike to their deftructive Meafures, I 
fay, ifever thofe entrufted with the Adminiftration of 
Publick Affairs fhould arrive at fuch an In/olence of i ow- 
‘todo this ina Country that is called Free, we may 
venture to pronounce, that the Liber 
are not long liv’d. 





‘Thofe th- r : 7 
/ hof that are converfant in our own Hiftory mu# 
= obferv'd, that there have been various Struggles from 
2 ime to Time for and againft Liberty ; that in all thefe 
otruggies, when the goveraing People have acted directly 
oppofite to the Huma. aye me 
ae ted € riumour, Genius, Inclinations and Interefis 
“9 . “ Ou ects, the Confequence has been, that fome more 
nowing emi more watchful that the ret for the Fub- 
tick Good, have { 


the 


ties of that People: 


ounded an Alarm, and pointed out where . 
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the Danget lay, that the People might be upon their 
Guard. As often as this has happened, an Oppofition 
has been raifed, and Arditrary Miaifers have found it no 
eafy Lask to enflave a People once awaked to a true fenfe 
of their Dancer: but in all Circumftances ‘of this Nature 
the Oppreffers have conftantly ftigmatiz’d the Patriots 
with the Name of the Fa@ion. 

{ have wondered that none of our Political Writers 
have entered upon this Subject, and attempted to give us 
atrue Definition of a FACTION. I have myfelf 
for fome Vime paft had that Thought in my Head, bur 
I have altered my Mind for Reafons beft known to 
myfelf, but perhaps another Time may be more proper 
for it, therefore my prefent Defign is to define, not what is, 
but what I takeit is, not a Faction. 

If it be true, that in all Free Nations a conftant Mif- 
tru and Jealoufy of Minifters is the laft Security for the 
Libertics of a Nation, it will follow, that when Men who 
ftand in the firft Rank amongft their Countrymen, in Re. ° 
{sect both to Reputation and Fortune, are endeavouring 
on one Side, to check the Arbitrary Defigns of Per- 
fons in Power, and onthe other Side to watch the Ge. 
nius, Inclinations, and Interefts, of their Fellow-Subjects, 
and have fo great a regard thereto, that they are jor 
promoting all fuch Laws as fall in with their Geni- 
us, Inclinations and Interefts, they ought not to be call’d 
a Faction. 

If, in a limited Government, where the Conftituti- 
on was originally fo wifely framed, that Liberty was 
guarded againft the Encroachments of the Prerogative 
on one Side, and the Prerogative defended againit the 
Licence of the People on the other Side, it fhould hap- 
pen that any Minifter or fet of Minifters, fhould pro- 
cure Laws to intimidate the People, - to break 
their Spirits, and to bend their Necks to the Yoak, 
that they might be fafe while they were projecting and 
executing their pernicious and arbitrary Schemes againft 
their Country, thofe who fhould be for repealing fuch 
Laws, aid fhould do their utmoft to reftore the Conftitu- 
tion to its primitive Strength and Beauty, cannot be call’da 
Faction. 

Thofe who are for husbanding the publick Money 
ew — thofe v e for obliging the Financers to 
B've in Accounts, ——_mmme- thofe who would not 

: allow 
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allow that Money demanded upon Pretence of the WNa- 
tion’s Defence, whould be laid out in bribing a mercenary 
Band, to give up the Conititution thofe 
who expect that the People’s Money fhould always be 
applied to the very Ufes for which it was granted, 
a thofe who could never confent that 
fuch an immenfe Civil Lift fhould be given toa Court 
that the People muft be left at the Mercy of a firf 
Minifter, for the Enjoyment of their Liberties cannot, be 
called a Faction. 

If ever it fhould happen that Bribery and Corruption 
fhould be introduced into all Parts of Government, as the 
oaly Method of carrying on the Bufinefs of a Nation, 
_ thofe who fhould oppofe this peftilential 
Kind of Policy, thofe who fhould of- 
fer Remedies to put an End to it, and fhould evea 
endeavour to bring the infamous Advifers and Practi- 
fers of it to publick Juftice, ought not to be called 
a Faction. 

If it fhould be found by experience that amongft thofe 
who are elected by the People, and intrufted to act for 
them, there fhould be any who would not only excufe 
every bad Defign upon the Publick, but even vote Thanks 
fer the moft blundering and deftructive Meafures, 
and the fame Men fhould again offer themfelves as 
Candidates, in order to have an Opportunity of betray- 
ing their Country a fecond Time, thofe who fhould de- 
fpife both them and their Bribes, ought not to be called 
a Faction. 

it a Country fhould be over-loaded and even opprefs'd 
with a great Number of Offices and Employments vaftly 
lucrative to the Poffeffors, but altogether ufelefs to the 
Publick,——thofe who would be for retrenching the vaft 
Sums drawn from the People for maintaining a Crew of 
worthlefs, lazy Drones in Vice and Luxury, as well as 
Part of that which is taken from them for ¢ pp 
a Swarm of inferior Offices which in fome Countries are 
fcatter'd over the Land like Locufts, devouring the La- 
bours of the induftrious }oor, and affecting their Liber- 
ties in the moft effential Point, by influencine EleGions— 
thofe, I fay, who would ! < 
thefe a grazing, and keeping the Money in the Peoples 


Pockets, in order toenable them to carry on their Trades 
Cannot be called a Facion. ; 
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Thofe who are Enemies to all Flattery, who would not 
only banifh it from the Courts of Princes, but from: tome 
other } laces where it muft have a more fatal Effect, cannot 
be called a Faction. 

Thofe who will not allow a moft fhamelefs Impudcence 
in managing *** to be any Proof of a Man’s Ab:lities, a 
Science which confifts only in knowing who is Scoundrel 
enough to take a Bribe, and what is his Price.—-—~chofe 
who (if they had it in their Power) would not permit the 
Man vers’d in all this profound and fathionabie Learning 
to poffefs the meaneit Poft in the Kingdom, (out of News 
gate) cannot be call’d a Faction. | 

hole who chufe to throw up great and beneficial Em- 
ployments rather than proftitute their Characters by fervile 
Compliances and bafe Submiffions to the Will of fome 
corrupt Man, who has infolently erected himfelf into a 
Leader-or Captain of a Gang of Mercenaries, thofe 
who like true Patriots withdraw themfelves from the 
Seandal of having any Share in the Folly, Guilt and ig- 
norant Coaduct of thofe who are carrying on Schemes 
for the Ruin of their Country, thofe, I fay, who 
throw up with Indignation what they cannot hold with 
Honour, generoufly chufing rather to defend Liberty, as 
private Men, than to be made the Tools and Inftruments 
oi deftroying it in high Pofts, and with founding Titles, 
cannot be called a Faction. 

If in any Nation the Cuftody and Guardianthip of the 
Peoples Liberties fhould be committed to an ignoranc, 
mercenary and fervile Crew, bought by Penfions, and 
corrupted by Bribes to betray that Truft, Men who 
extol and approve every Thing that is done or attempted 
to be done, without examining any Thing, unanimous in 
Evil, diligent in Mifchief, various in Principles, and con- 
ftant in Nothing but Treachery, and the Word Liberty 
oiten in their Mouths, but the moft abject Slaves in the 
World to Power, thofe who would endeavour to refcue 
their Country out of fuch polluted Hands cannot be called 
a Faction. 

[i a Minifter fhould draw the Odium of the whole Peo. 
ple upon him (as was the Cafe of Cardinal Mazarine in 
france) and that to fuch a Degree, that all Diftinction of 
Parties fhould be loft in this one, that. isto fay, the Op. 
preflor and his Mercenaries, againft the People, and the 
copie againit the Oppreflor and his Mercenaries, I con- 
ceive 
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ceive that the whole People of a Nation endeavouring tg 
pull down a wicked, as well as bluncering Statefman, cap. 
not be called a FACTION. 


An Article of News extraéted from Foc’s laft Journal, 


We hear from Holland, that his Excellency - Horatig 
Walpole, Efg; our Ambaflador Extraordinary at the Hague, 
has fucceeded fo far in his Negotiations, that the States 
General have fettled the State of War tor the enfuingYear 
upon the fame Foot as that of the prefent, and have dif- 
mifled the Commiffioners of the Admiralty from farther 
Attendance upon their Affembly, without giving any he 
ftructions for fitting out a Fleet of Mea of War: From 
whence we may judge, that that w/e and frugal People 
do not think it neceilary to increa/e their Forces either by 
Sea or Land, or to enter into any expenfve and penfionary 
Altiances, in order to give their Negociations their Proper 
#icight at Foreign Courts. 


Extract from the Frre-Britow. 
The Hiftory of the Lo/s of the Liberties of Cattile. 


HE Grievance which was complained of, as the 
Crime of the Cortes, and the Effect of Corruption, 
confifted, fingly, in a Sum of Money granted to iupply 
their Sovereign, the Emperor Charks V. and, by him, 
extorted from them in a very extraordinary Manner,.a 
ainft the Senfe of the People. : 
CHARLES V. and his whole Court, had embarked 
at the Greyne, and were gone to Flanders; his Prefence 
being neceffary in Germany, on his Acceffion to the Jmperi- 
e/ Dignity. 

In this Abfence of the Kine, and, I think. it might be 
lixewife called the Sufpenfion of Reoal Power. the Commons 
of Cafirle were prompted to wreak their Revenge on the 
ae” ho had granted the King a Subfidy which they 

Accordingly, fays Dr. Ged. 
when the Procurators of Toledo. the | 
which was ilways moft Vigorou 
whea theft returned from 


; the Capital City of Caftile, 
18 in Oppofition to the Courts 
the Cortes, they were met by 
tne 


( Vol. I. pag. 220. y 4 
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the whole City, with loud Acclamations of their being 
True Cafilians, and worthy Repre/entatives of the People ; 
Patriots, who, for their Courage and Zeal for their Coun- 
try, deferved to have Statues erected for them in eyery 
City and Town of the Kingdom. 

The Citizens of Toledo, who were thus rifen in Arms, 
paying this Worfhip to their Patriots, proceeded next to 
torm themfelves into Regiments ; and chofe for their Leader 
Don Fobn de Padilla, a Nobleman of great Courage, but 
very Young, and of no Experience: Guevara fays that 
Nobleman’s Wile, Maria Packeico, the Daughter of the 
Marquis de Mondeiar, incited him to this Enterprize. 

The}; eople being thus inArmsat Te/edo, declared, They 
would neither pay the Donative granted at the Greyne, nor 
the Hereditary Excife ; which, tho’ of an Hundred Fears 
ftanding, they alledged hdd been granted for Eight Years 
only when it was firft impofed. 

They then invited all the Great Citics, and Towns of 
Cafile, to take up Arms, after their Example ; and moft 
of them entered into an Affociation ; obliging themfelves, 
by an Oath, never to lay down their Arms till they had 
fecured their Liberties, and deftroyed their Enemies. 

They next publifhed a Lif of the Majeriiy of their 
Parliament, or Cortes, which had voted with the Court ; and 
the Cue was then given by the Faction, that the People 
fhould Murder them, where-ever they met them ; fhould 
burn their Goods, and pall down their Hou/es. 

In purfuance of this Refolution, the People of Segovia, 
underftanding that Tordefi//as, who was one of their Pro- 
curators at the Greyne, had voted according to the Defire 
of the Court, thete went to his Houfe, in an hoftile Man- 
ner, a great armed Multitude; and asked him, What 
News be had brought from the Groyne ? Tirdefillas, who 
was an haughty Man, having aniwered, That He had 


Something elfe to do, than to give an Accouat of what wes 


done in a Cortes to @ Rabbie, they immediately laid 
Hands upon him; and, after having dragged him ty the 
Heels through all the Streets of the City, they hanged 
him upon: the Common Gibbet ; and that with fo great a 
Rage, that they would not fuffer a Friar, who teg;ed 
if of them upon his Knees, to confefs and abfolve him ; 
crying out, that none but. the Hangman could abfo/ve Rigues - 
And a grave Man, who was ftanding by, was hanged 
up with him , only for faying, that this was both impious 
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and barbarous: As was alfo a Publick Notary, who was 
found in a Corner, writing down the Names of the Ring. 
Leaders of the Tumult. 

At Burgos, likewife, the People pulled down the Houfes, 
and burnt all the Furniture, of two of ther Procurators, 
for having voted with the Court, in the Bufinefs of the 
Supply: And one o. thefe Procurators, whofe Name was 
Fefferies, and who came to Burgos not long after, in Com. 
pany with the French Ambaffador, having threatened, as 
he was going out of one of the Gates, in Company with 
the fame Minifter, That, when he returned to Burgos, be 
would have bis.Houfe rebuilt with the Sculls and Bones of the 


Rafcals who had pulled it down, he was purfued by the. 


Rabble, until he was forced to take Sanctuary in a Chureh, 
two Miles out of the Town: And, notwithftanding all that 
the French Ambaffador could plead in his Favour, and the 
Priefts could fay to them, againft violating the Sanctuar 
of their Church, they dragged him from the High Altar, 
crying out, That @ Rogue, who had betrayed ‘his Country, 
ought not to have the Benefit of any of its Sanuaries. And, 
having carried him back to Burgos, beating him all] the 
Way, moft unmercifully, they hanged him upon the Com- 
mon Gibbet, bidding him, in Scorn, Go and build bis Hoafe 
with their Sculls. 

The People of Valledolid, in Conformity to the univerfal 
Cruelty which raged in the Multitude, burnt the Hou/e of 
Fon/eca, the General of the King’s Forces, together with 
its rich Furniture, lamenting that they had not the Owner, 
to have burnt him init. From burning of For/eca’s Houle, 
tiey went to the Houfe of Doz Franci/co Serna, who had 
been active for the Court, in the late Affembly at the 
Greyne, which they pulled down, and burnt all its Furni- 
ture ; as lays Dr. Geddes, (p. 246.) they did the Houfe of 
One Portell:, jor having, not long before, given in @ Project 
to the Lords of the Treafury, bow the Revenue if the 
Exci/es might be advanced. 

; Flaving drawa thofe great and formidable Enemies, 
the Confable and Admiral of C2ffile upon them, by their 
Ms goers and Madnefs, the Remains of the Funta, which 
a te this dreadful Blow at T or defi lias, efcaping 
Q Fraledoid, and erecting themfelves into a Council of 
Z t unfeafonable engeance _againft the *wo great Men 

Pvementionsed, Geclered IWar againit all the Nobles of 

Cabile i 
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Cafile ; demanding likewife, a General Re/umption of all 
the Lands of the Crown; and put it into every oue’s 
Mouth, that, before Harveft Time, a// the Nebles of the 
Country would be fent a begging. 

Charles the Fifth feeing that the Nob/es were, by this 
ftrange Revolution, his Friends ; and that the brave fobs 
de Padilla, the Hannibal of Spain, was, by the Chance of 
War taken Vrifoner and beheaded; had the Cunning to | 
draw the Clergy into his Interefis. /?i/iam de Croy the 
Flemifa Archb:fnap of Toledo be mg now dead, the Empe- 
ror named a Cafslian to fucceed him ; and, on this, the 
whole Priefbood of Spain turned, as one Man, to betra 
the Commons into Slaoery, whom they principally had ex- 
cited to rife in Rebellion. Padilla’s Widow, the Heroine of 
ber Sex, whofe matchlefs Courage and Fortitude raifed her 
almoft above the moi illuftrious Examples of antient Vir- 
tue, with an invincible Genius, when the Fortunes of her 
Party were turned; whea the Junta of the Commons were 
cut to Pieces; when their Army had been deftroy’d, and 
ber brave Lord had loft his Head; this Great Woman, ftill 
preferved the Liberties of her Country pent up together 
with herfelf, within the /Va//s of Toledo - Withaftonifhing 
Magaanimity fhe held out the City againft the Crown, the 
Nobility, and the Clergy, calling on the People inceffantly, 
never to lay down their Arms till they had fecured their ¥ree- 
dom, and had taken Venecance on the Butchers who bad cut 
the Throats of their bef Patriots. : 

If it was the Misfortune of this illuftrious Lady, that 
her Perfuafion and Influence precipitated that War, which, 
fanctify’d by the Caufe of Liberty, produced fuch popular 
Extravagance, and ended in the Ruin of Caftile ; it willbe 
to her Glory, to the Glory of her Sex, and to that of her 
Nation, that with fuch manly Virtue, fhe greatly fupported 
her dying Co untry, and bravely ftood in its Defence to the 
very laft Gafp of its Liberty ; incapable of all Corruption, 
incap ible of Fear, and ftirring up the |’eople to a new War 
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in Deiiance of an all-prevailing Enemy. 
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Promotion of a Native Archbifhop, than they einploy’d the 
Power of the Church againft Pad:lla’s Vidow; and, as it of- 
ten he pens W here the ‘Turn is | y fuch Means to be ferved, 


they nade it the Cau/e of Godan? of Religtog to flander and 
defame ber. ‘Thus fhe, who, to her eternal Renown, had 
refufed the Offers of the Governours of Caffile ; nay the 
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ftrongeft Sollicitations of her Brother; declaring to him, 
that as fhe did not care to outlive the Liberties of her Coun. 
try, /o, had fhe a thoufand Lives, fhe would lofe them alt, 
rather than receive any Favour from thofe Traitors to their 
Country who had butchered the brave Padilla, for no other 
Reafon than bis having ftood up for its Liberties ; She, this 
Miracle of a Woman, was belied by the Clergy, as @ Witch, 
They faid, that the NegroWoman, which fhe kept, wasn 
Woman, but an Imp of Hell, who furnithed her with Charms 
to fafcinate the Multitude ; and, that the People, who re. 
verenced this Lady to Adoration, might be fatisfy’d that fhe 
‘ bewitch'd them, thefe godly Deceivers affirmed, That, by 
Virtue of fome very rons Exorcifms, they had forced the- & 
Devil to cones as much out of the Mouths of feveral of her an 
chief Admirers. te | 
At length, her Courage and Wifdom proving fuperiour 
to thefe Ecclefaftical Calumnies, when neither Menaces 
nor Promifes could prevail over her Virtue, but fhe fill 
defended the City; the Bifhop of Leon, at the Head of a 
Multitude whom he had pioufly difenchanted by his Exor. 
cifms, affauited her Houfe ; and after it had been defended 
feveral Hours by her Servants, foe, with her Sifter, the 
Counte/s of Montecute, efcaped privately out of the City, , 
and, from Cafile went into Portugal ; where fhe was 
kindly receiyed by her own Relations, the noble Family of : 
the Pacheico’s ; whilft Charles the Fifth, with impotent . 
Rage, wreaked his Malice on her Name and Effigies, whom 
all Pofterity muft mourn and praife. | t 
The Day after fe left the City of Toledo, the Magi- : 
{trates made their Submiffion; and thus fell the Conftitution d 
( 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. © ae 
FRANCE. | 


HERE has been lately publifhed, at Paris, a Let+ , 

ter irom M. Thome, Governour of Guafalla, which | 
ives an Account, that the /niperialifts are making all ima- 
sigemat Preparations for the Siege of that Place ; but that 
¢ Was in fo good a Pofture of Defence, as to be under 0 
magner 0, Apprehenfion on that Account. 
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HOLLAND and the LoW-COUNTRIES. 


Otwithftanding the Council of State, in their ufial 
Petition to the Affembly of the States-Genera/, ex- 
tended the Plan of the War, for the enfuing Year, no 
farther than that of the foregoing, yet they inferted a 
Claufe in the Preamble, conjuring the refpective Provinces, 
maturely to confider, the critical Situation the Republick is 
at this Time in, and the Difficulties, they labour under to 
keep the War from their Frontiers. 

We are, fince our laft, inform’d, that, notwithftanding 
the Secrecy, with whicp the prefent Pofture of Affairs is 
kept from the Publick, the States.General have ordered 
the Commiffioners of their Admiralty, to fit out twelve 
Men of War, eight of which, they fay, will foon be put 
in Commiffion, under the Command of Admiral Somme//- 
dyck, and their Pretence for itis the fecuring their Navi- 
sation againft the Sa//ee Rovers. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


“HE King of Spain has again altered the Title of 

the Duke of Aitonto, to that of Duke of Montemar, 

and made him a Grandee of Spain, of the firft Clafs, for 
himfelf and Heirs. 

His Catholick Majefty has given Orders for augmenting 
his Naval Force, with fourteen Ships of the Line, four 
Bomb and two Firefhips, and Preparations are making for 
a new Tranfport to Naples, to fupply the Place of them 
ordered to Lombardy, for the Defence of the Dominions of 
His Neapolitan Majefty,'in that Country. 

Our Letters from Lisbon adyife, that the Marriage ot 
the King of Portugal's fecond Son, with His Jmrperial Ma- 
yefty’s youngeft Daughter, the Archduchefs Leonora, is 
look’d upon as good as concluded. 

Don Emanuel, the King’s Brother, who has been feven- 
teen Years abfent from his Native Country, is lately re- 
turned to Lisbon, where he has been gracioufly received 
by His Portuguefe Majefty, and, it is believed, he will 
foon be declared Generaliffimo of all the Troops of that 
Kingdom. 
fn Confideration of the Marriage abovementioned, the 
Empercur, it is faid, is to make a Ceffion to the Jrfayre of 
Portugal, 
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Portugal, ofthe Milanefe, and the Dukedoms of Tu/cany, 
Parma and Placentia, towards the Recovery of which 


the King of Portuga/ is to furnifh His Jmperial Majefty Fe 


with fome Millions of Cru/adoes. 


RvoME end ITALY. 


Sis great Expectation of another Battle in Lombar- | 


dy feem now to be very much abated, neither Party 
fhewing any great Inclination to it. The Germans, who 
have been the greateft Boafters, feem glad now to fhelter 
themfelves under the Excufe of the Weather, which has 
rendered it impoffible for them to purfue their great De- 
figns, and the Confederates, on their Side, are eafy, as 
Jong asthey enjoy, without Interruption, a wholefome and 
conyenient Encampment, where they intend to repofe from 
the Fatigues of a long and bloody Campaign, ’till, having 
recovered their Vigour, a more proper Seafon make it 
reafonable to enter into Action. 

Our Advices from Sicily fay, that the Jmperialifis at 
Mi {jina, have abandoned all the advanced Pofts, and are 
retired into the Citadel, that they may be the better able 
to refift the Attempts of the Spaniards. 

Our Advices from Naples fay, that four Deputies from 
the Kingdom of Sici/y have been to wait on His Neapolitan 
Majefty, and have made their Submiffion, in the Name of 
the whole Kingdom. 

The Report of the Confederates having abandoned Mi- 
randola and Guafalla, is contradi¢ted: On the contrary, 
as the Jmperiali#s threaten the latter with a Siege, they 
have re-iaforced the Garrifon of that Place with 3,000 
Men. 

There being no Profpect of any Action in Lombardy, at 
jeaft, for fome Weeks, the King of Sardinia is returned, 


for that Time, to his Court of Turin, where his Queea 
fies dangeroufly ill. 


GERMANY. 


T HE Elector of Bavaria has lately efcaped a very 
unhappy Accident. Being hunting a wild Boar, he 
attempted to ride over a Pond, which was covered with 
Ice; but, the Ice, not being able to fuftain the unequal 
Weight, gave way, and the Water being fo deep, that it 
overwhelm’d 
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overwhelm’d both him and his Horfe ; it was not without 


great Difficulty, he was taken out alive. - 4 

The Recovery of the King of Pruffia advances beyond 
Expectation. His Majefty now fits up feveral Hours 
every Day, and figns all Difpatches himfelf, but is obliged 
to do it with his Left-hand, the Gout depriving him of the 
Ufe of the Right. 

The Hopes which are, at prefent of his Recovery, are 
intirely owing to the Operation perform’d upon his left 
Leg, which having evacuated a furprifing Quantity of 
Water, the Swelling in his Body, Legs and Feet, is in 
agreat meafure gone, and the Gout, which having ftruck 
inwards brought upon him his late dangerous Diforder, 
has begun to fhew itfelf again in the extreme Parts. : ’ 
In the Night of the 28th. of laft Month, his Majefty had 
fuch acute Pains in his right Hand, Arm, Shoulder and 
Knee, that his Phyficians were in as great a Fright as 
ever, believing he could not be able to go through the 
Fit, weak as he was; but in a few Hours he fell a- 
fleep, and the next Day found himfeif fo well that he at- 
tempted to walk, but the Wound where the Incifion 
was made in his left Leg would not permit it, and we 
hear that it is to be again laid open, as fcon as the 
King is perceived to have Strength enough to bear ir, 
The ; rince Royal continues with his Regiment at Rup- 
pin. “Tis added, that the People work with all Expedj. 
tion to finifh the Tomb which the King has ordered tg 
be built for him, in the Church belonging tothe Garrifon 
of Berlin ; but that his Cofin, which is making in Sweden 
ofa Sort of gilt Marble, will not be ready till about Eafter 
next. 

The Court of Vienna thinks itfelf now fo fecure from 
any Attempts of the Turks, that Orders are given for moft 
of the Jmpcria/ Troops that are in Hungary, to march 
ior Italy. Every Thing is now very quiet on the Rhine; 
but the French threaten to open the Campaign early, with 
the Siege of Menrz. 

From Cologn, we have Advice, that fince a Courier 
pafs’d thro’ that City, in his Way from Bruffe/s to Vienna, 
it has been confidently reported, that there is great 
Likelyhood of a Congrefs being fpeedily held, either 
at the Hague or at Aix da Chapelle, fora gentral Pacifica. 
tion. 


POLAND, 
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PoLAND, SWEDEN, and the NORTHERN Powers, 


INCE our lait, we have very little from Poland, 
but an Account of the magnificent Entry of King Ay. 
gufus into Warfaw, and, (as they fay) the joyful Acclama- 
tions of the People, on that Account, 
The Czarina has difpatched General Lieven to Dant. 
zick, to exhort the Poli/> Grandees, which are yet in that 
City, to continue firm in their Duty to King Aveuffus, and 


to repair immediately to Harfaw. ‘Thofe who went,. 


fome ‘Time fince, for Warfaw leit a feal’d Declaration 
behind them, which having fince been opened, it appears 
that they lay the Strefs of their Reafons for this »tep, 
upon the Neceflity they were under, and the Compulfion 
ufed to make them take the Oaths to Auguffus, which, 
therefore, they look upon as no Way obligatory. 

King Staniflaus, who has, for fome ‘Time, appeared in 
Publick, at Konigsburg, now keeps an open and fplendid 
Court in that City, and feveral of the Polifh Nobility ha- 
ving found Means to tetire thither, with their moft valu- 
able Effects, trequent his Court daily, and give frequent- 
ly Balls and Entertainments. “Che Confederacy in Favour 
- oj this Prince has deputed one of their Body, to go, with 
the Character of Ambaffador from the Republick to the 
' Court of France. 

From Petersburg we have Advice that the Czariaa has 
declared her Refolution of having an Army, the enfuing 
Spring, in the Ukraine, of 130,000 Men, regular Troops, 
befides Coffacks and Ca/mucks ; another on the Frontiers 
of Perfia, of 40,000 Men; and a third, in the Provinces 
conquered from Sweden, of Go,000 Men. Befides all 
which the propofes to fend 30,000 Men, to the affiftance 
oi the Empire ; andto leave the Troops, fhe now has in 
Poland, in that Kingdom for the Affiftance of King Aa- 
guffus ; but without any farther Re-inforcement 


Tourky, Persia, and other REMoTE CoUNTRIES. 


UR Advices from Turky, by the Way of Venice, 
make the Conditions of the Ottomans in Perfia to be 
very deplorable. They tell us, that Thamas Kouli Kan 
is in Poffeffion of all the Country of Georgia, and add, 
that thefe Advices have occafioned great Uneafineffes in 
the City of Confantinople. , 


DOMESTICK 
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DOMESTICK OCCURRENCES, 
To which is added, 

Th ONE’s COLLECTION: 


Being ax Account of feveral Curious Particulars faithful 
extra@ed from the Publick Papers, for the Ufeof fucht 
buifitive Readers, es heave more Time upon their Hand 

© thon*they know what to do with. 


Lon ast, December 19. N the rith Inftant about 3 o’Cleck 

in the Morning, came afhore anc was 
oft on the South part of the Ile of Wight, a Sloop Burthen 60 
Tuns, call’d the Friends Adventure of Dover, Roule, »trom Se- 
ville, laden with Oranges, bound ior London; all the Men were 
fav'd, 

Laft Night their Majefties were at the Theatre Royal in Co- 
ent-Garden, to fee the Op ra of Oreftes, which was perform’d 
with great Applaufe. | 

Lait Night their Royal Highneffes the Duke and the young 
Princeffes, were at the New Vheatre in the Hay-Market, to fee 
the new Comedy cali’d Les Comediens Etclaves, and were highly 
diverted, 

We hear that the Right Hon. the Lord Vifcount Limerick. will 
ftand Candidate for the Borough of Woodftock in Oxfordthire, 
inthe room of the Hon, Mr.Spencer,who will name his Election for 
the County of Bedford, and that his Lordthip will be oppos’d by 
Capt. Stockwell. . 

We hear that at a General Court of the York-Buiidings-Com- 
pany on Tuefday lait, there great Debates upon the Oppofition 
made by fome of the Direétors againft the Agreement lately con- 
cluded between that Company and their Creditors, when a preat 
Number of the Proprietors and Creditors then prefent, approv’d 
of the Condu@ of the Governor and other Directors for their 
Steadinefs in the Management of the Company’s Affairs, return- 
ing them Thanks for their Care, and order’d the faid Agreement 
to be forthwith carried into Execution. 


The Bill of MORTALITY. 


Males 164 Males 2114 : 
Chriftened 3 Foals 748 Buried < Females 24° 
In all 335 Inall 454 
ecreaied in the Burials this Week 17. 
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MiscELLANY Poems, SonGs, We. 
To the famous /V-——d, on the Courant s miraculous 
Difcovery o the Psi/-Plot ; upon the ever memorable 


28th day of November, 73 4. 


HE College, now thy Secret's out, 
No more fball thee Control ; 
They'll ne'er difturb their Heads about 

A Med'cine for = Soul. 
Religion’s no concern of theirs, 
We from Divines muft hope, 
That nothinz, which thy Art prepares, 
May uber in ™ : Mn it 
As thou no Grounds, for this thy Skill, 
Coud’ft éer be brought to render ; 
"Twas very ea/y in the Pill, 
To fpy out the ee 
Such Miracles, as make us fare, 
Of thee docs Ch———1 Teil; 
Thy Pills muf come from Papal Chair, 
Theyre fo infallible. 
V. 
Tho now thy Hand, in Fill ang Drop, 
Communicates both Kinds ; 
If very foon the Cup will frop, 
When wife'd Succe/s it finds. 
VI. 
Tho’ now we take thy Dofe at Will, 
Qar faith 1s ne'er the fafer, 
For when we have got down the Pill, 
T pou lt make us take the Water. 
Vil, 
O Scariet Whore! O Quack Deluder ! 
O Mother of all His ! 


When we long fince, refufed thy Pewder,. 


Deft think we d take thy Pills ! 
| VITl. 
aioe Month! be ne'er forgot ! 
Moy ev'ry Age remember ; 
7 bat both the Pill and } owder-Plot, 
shere bagied in November. 
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Corinna going to Bed, and rifing next Morning. 


Orinna, pride of Drury- Lane, 
For whom no fhedherd fighs in vain; 

Never did Covent Garden boaft 
So bright a batter’d, frrolling toaft 5 
No drunken rake to pick ber up, 
No cellar where on tick-to fup; 
Returning at the midnight bozr ; 
Four Stories climbing to ber bower ; 
Then, feated ona three-legged chair, 
Takes off her artificial hair : 
Now, picking out a cryftal eye, 
She wipes it clean, and lays it by. 
Her eye-brows from a moufe’s hyde, 
Stuck on with art on either fide, 


Pulls off with care, ang firft difplays "em, 


Then in a play-book {moothly lays ’em. 

Now dextroufly her plumpers draws, 

Tiat ferve to fill her hollow jaws. 

Untwifts a wire, and from her gums 

A fet of Teeth completely comes. 

Pulls out the rags, contriv’d to prep 

Her fiahby dugs, and d:wn they drop. 

Proceeding on, the lovely godde/s 

Unlaces next her feecl-rib’d Sadions 

Which by the operator's skill, 

Prefs down the lumps, the hollows fill, 

Up goes her hand, and off fhe flips 

The bolfters that fupply ber bips. 

But mu, before fhe goes to bed, 

Rub off the dawhs of white and red ; 

She takes a bolus e’er fhe fleeps ; 

And then between two blankets creeps. 

With pains of love tormented lies ; 

Or if fhe chance to clofe her eyes, 

Of Bridewell and the C ompter dreams, 

And feels the lafh, and faintly {creams ; 

Or, by a faithlefs bully drawn, 

At fome hedge-tavern ties in pawn ; 

Or to Famaica feems tranfported, 
Alone, and by no planter courted ; 

Or, near Fleet-Ditch’s oozy brinks, 

Surrounded with a handred finks, 
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Belated, fecms on watch to lye, 

And {nap fome cully paffing by + 

Or, Prack with fear, ber fancy runs 

Ox watchmen, cosfables and duns. 
Corinna wakes. A dreadful fight‘ 

Behold the ruins of the gight ! 

Awicked rat ber plaifier froie, 

Haif eat, and dragg’d it to pis bole. 

The cryftal eye, alas, was mifs’t ; 

And Pufs bad on ber plumpers p—/?. 

A Pigeon pick'd her iffuepeas ; 

And Shock ber treffes fill’d with ficas. 
The nymph, tho’ in this mangled pligh?, 

Muft now ’:is morn ber limbs unite. 

But bow (hall I defcribe ber arts 

To recolled the fcatter’d parts? 

Or foew the anguifo, toil and pain, 

Of gather’ng up herfelf again ? 

The bafhful mufe will never bear 

In [uch a fcene to interfere. 


Verfes by Dr. Swift, on his Curate’s Complaint of 


hard Dy ty. 


March’! three miles through Jcorching fend, 


With zealin heart, and notes jn band : 
j rode four more to Great St. Mary, , 
vs fing four legs, when two were weary, 
To three fair virgins 1 did tie men, ~ 
n the clofe bands of pleafing Aymen ; 
I dipp’d two babes in boly water, ; 
And purify 2 their mother after. 
Within an hour, and ckea half, 
I preach’ d three Congregations deaf, 
Hehbere thundring out, with Iy : 
i chopp'd fo fat, that few there minded 
My emblem, the laborious fun, 
Saw all thefe mighty labours done 

> 


. ~ 


Before one race of bis was run . 
All this perform'd by Robert Hewie, 
What mortal ele cou'd é'er go through iz! 


FrNis. 


ngs long winded, 
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